Draft Two                                       Subject to ratification by the Council

GLANTON PARISH COUNCIL

GLANTON PARISH COUNCIL met on 27 November 2017 at 7.00pm in The Memorial Hall, Glanton.

Present:

Parish Councillors Angus Collingwood-Cameron, Mrs Susan Collingwood-Cameron, Jerry Dronsfield, Joe Easton, John Guiry, Iain Hedley, Jon Radgick (Chairman in the Chair) and Mrs Susan Rogers
Ms Katie Scott (Save Rothbury Community Hospital) and partner who left after item 1.2

Mr Richard Verrill (Glanton Heritage Group) who left after item 2.5

SE Rickitt – Clerk

1: Introduction

1.1 Welcome, apologies for absence and declarations of interest/grant of any dispensations and possible co-option
Councillor John Lang had presented his apologies. 
1.2 Presentation by the Save Rothbury Community Hospital Group

1.2.1 Ms Scott thanked the Council for inviting the Group to speak to the Council. She outlined the history of the campaign culminating in the decision to oppose the permanent closure made by the County Council’s Scrutiny Committee. The effect of that resolution was to pass the decision to the Secretary of State for Health. He will pass the papers to an Independent Reconfiguration Panel.

1.2.2 The Panel can decide to refer the issue back for local decision, in essence the Clinical Commissioning Group, or to hold a full review. The Campaign Group are lobbying for a full review by the Panel as this will mean there is an independent decision-maker who will visit the area and speak to those affected.
1.2.3 The Council made some suggestions regarding evidence collection, to defeat arguments of opposition and hardship merely being anecdotal.

1.2.4 The Council unanimously resolved to support the Campaign Group’s call for a full review by the Independent Reconfiguration Panel and authorised the Chairman to sign a letter of support.

1.2.5 The Council gave thanks to Ms Scott for her efforts in trying to retain this valuable resource for Coquetdale residents.
1.3 Public Questions

Mr Verrill commented during item 2.5 below
1.4 Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 25 September 2017 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
1.5 An update on matters arising from the minutes of 25 September 2017
1.5.1 Permissive Footpath – The Chairman had not received a reply to his letter to the landowner’s agents. The Council took the view that this indicated an intention to continue to allow residents use of the route.

1.5.2 The Clerk was asked to again chase up the request for a green salt bin. Action SER

2: Items for discussion and potential decisions

2.1 Reports from the County Councillor and the Police
No reports had been received by the time of the meeting.
2.2 Planning

2.2.1 Details of Application 17/03934/FUL - 11 The Lane Glanton - Proposed single storey lean-to extension to rear - had been circulated and no Councillor had raised any concerns

2.2.2 The Council noted the warning given to the County Council by the Secretary of State over the failure to progress the Local Plan

2.2.3 St Peter’s Church – The Chairman reported slow progress on the planning application, an archaeological site investigation has been carried out. The Council agreed it was premature to seek detailed discussions on the site prior to a decision being made on the application.

2.3 Christmas Tree
2.3.1. The Chairman was pleased to report that the Forestry Commission are to donate a tree. Action JR

2.3.2 The Commission had advised the purchase of a pot-grown tree to avoid root damage. The decision on one or more trees will come to a future meeting in 2018.

2.4 Public Footpath to Whittingham
The Council was advised that the delay in processing the application for a formal diversion order was due to the landowner changing agents. A formal notice should appear in the Northumberland Gazette within the next few weeks. The County Council have said that the order will not be confirmed until the new route is in a proper condition for public use.

2.5 Commemoration of the end of the First World War 

2.5.1 Councillor Radgick invited Mr Verrill to join the discussion. He informed the Council that current ideas included an afternoon or evening dance and an exhibition. 

2.5.2 All then discussed various ideas for other ways to mark the anniversary. As 11 November 2018 falls on a Sunday, Councillors were pleased that the local church was included in the group considering events.

2.5.3 Those present were of a view that a beacon-lighting ceremony at the top of the hill would not be wise given the potential weather conditions in November. 

2.5.4 The Council agreed to follow the lead being given by Mr Verrill and indicated that a modest contribution towards costs would be favourably considered.

3: Items for Information

3.1 Forthcoming Village activities

There is to be a bingo night in aid of the Leek Club in the Hall on Friday 1 December 2017. 
3.2 Details of any meetings attended by Councillors or the clerk

The clerk reported on his attendance at the national NALC Conference and that a note was available on the Northumberland Association’s website or he could provide a copy on request.
3.3 Correspondence received
The Chairman reported on a number of items received

3.3.1 A request for funding by CAN – refused as outside the Council’s Grants Policy
3.3.2 The NALC initiative to see if there is a wish for the County Council to undertake a procurement exercise for speed indicator signs but each Parish would have to bear the costs – noted
3.3.3 The issues regarding the revisions to bus timetables at short notice causing real problems for parishioners. These had now been modified and parishioners seem content.

3.3.4 The proposed Parliamentary boundaries had been revised so that the Parish would be in the Berwick constituency rather than Hexham. The clerk advised of a sense that the proposals would not be introduced as they depended on a reduction in the number of MPs.

4: Administration

4.1 To note the current accounts for 2017/2018 and to authorise any payments
The current accounts were noted [a copy is attached to the signed minutes] and approval given for the following BACS payments
> HMRC – PAYE Q3 - £30.00 
> Glanton Memorial Hall – Grant - £200.00

> Friends of Whittingham Parish Burial Ground – Grant - £200.00
4.2 The Precept and Budget for 2018/2019
4.2.1 The Council considered the report of the clerk, updated to note that the likely fee for registration as a Data Controller was £55.00. The clerk explained the issues arising from the General Data Protection Regulations 2016 and the national and local efforts to ensure proportionate application to Councils such as Glanton. [A copy of the report is attached to the signed minutes]
4.2.2 The Council agreed the following budget for 2018/2019
	General Fund Expenditure Item and Number
	Budget 2018/2019

	Clerks Costs including travel [1]
	720.00

	Misc. Admin (Postage, etc.) [2]
	100.00

	Insurance [3]
	200.00

	Legal /Audit /Subscriptions [4]
	135.00

	Maintenance and Planting [5]
	400.00

	Hall Hire [6]
	120.00

	Support Payments [7]
	400.00

	Communications [8] New
	120.00

	Budget Total
	2195.00

	Income From Precept
	2195.00


4.3.3 The Council then resolved to levy a precept in 2018/2019 of £2195.00 [Two Thousand One Hundred and Ninety Five Pounds]

4.3 Details of Items Councillors wish to raise at the next meeting

4.3.1 Councillor Guiry reported further flooding problems on the Powburn Road and asked the clerk to make a further report to the County Council, including a request that they contact Councillor Guiry direct. Action SER

4.3.2 The Council also thanked Susan Williams, together with Councillors Jerry Dronsfield and Susan Rogers for providing and planting the rowan trees on the bank opposite the church.

Date of Next Meeting

The Council noted that the next meeting was scheduled for Monday 29 January 2018.      

Confirmed as a true record

and signed by the Chairman                 ………………………                 
Date                 ……………………… 
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